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Thanksgiving is traditionally the time of the year when we focus our 

thoughts on giving God thanks for the blessings of another harvest that 

provides food for our daily living.  As we have completed another church 

year in August, I believe this is also a time to stop and reflect on all the 

ways God has provided for His church this past year.  God is to be 

praised and thanked for how He has led us in all of our various minis-

tries.  Along with giving God thanks for His leading, I also want to thank 

you for being faithful and loving servants of God.  You have offered your 

many gifts to be used for the sake of the Gospel, and this is a great testi-

mony of your faith in Christ and your desire to be a faithful body of be-

lievers who love to worship and praise God.   

In life we have two choices when it comes to giving thanks to God.  We 

can either be people of thankfulness, or we can be people who have no 

desire to be grateful for anything.  I choose to be a person who never un-

derestimates the importance of being thankful for every blessing in life.  I 

also choose to be a person who never stops being thankful for God’s 

wonderful people who share in the ministry of Christ’s church.  There-

fore, I want to say thanks for giving of yourselves to the work of the 

church this past year.  It is most appreciated.   

As we continue to go through a time of transition, I also want to thank 

you for your patience, prayers, encouragement, and willingness to stay 

steadfast in your faith and in your support for one another.  As we are all 

aware, transitions come with their set of challenges, and yet I am most 

thankful that we have been able to trust the faithful leading of the Holy 

Spirit.  May we continue to stand firm in our faith knowing that we are 

loved and cared for by the loving grace of Jesus, and may we never stop 

being people of thankfulness for all that He provides.  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 

Ed V. & Carol Miller 

Hello fellow KMCers, we thought that since school is back in session it 
would be good to give you a quiz.  There should only be one correct match 
for each statement.  Have fun! 
 
 1_____Drove to Chicago to meet their new grand- 
            daughter, Eleanor Violet. 
                                                                                                  
 2_____Went fishing in Canada. 
 
 3_____Played in the Iowa State High School                   
             Baseball Tournament.                                           
                                                                                           
 4_____Spent time in Bolivia shining shoes 
 
 5_____Recently moved to Iowa City from Chicago. 
 
 6_____This KMC family moved to Ocean Springs, 
             Mississippi. 
 
 7_____Took a trip to Alaska this summer. 
 
 8_____Became “Empty Nesters”. 
 
 9_____Took a trip to Benton Harbor, Michigan to 
             visit their grandson. 
 
10_____Became grandparents for the 1st. time. 
 
11_____Gave a presentation at the Iowa State Fair. 
 
12_____Spent time serving with the Montana Indian Ministries. 
 
13_____Spent a week in Costa Rica. 
 
14_____Spent 1 month in Jamestown, Colorado doing MDS work. 
 
15_____Took an Amtrak train ride from Newton, KS to Iowa. 
 
16_____Competed in the Spelling Bee at the Iowa State Fair  

 

 

Answers are found on page 5 of the Mustard Seed.  

 

 A.  Mr. & Mrs. Konrad 
Swartz     

 B.  Jessica Sheley 
 C.  John & Janice Wallerich 
 D.  Eldon Brenneman Family 
 E.  Emma Beachy 
 F.   Doug Slaubaugh Family 
 G.  Nicole Murray 
 H.  Emily Ferguson 
 I.   Ty Schillerstrom 
 J.   Kennedy Roth 
 K.  Ted Redding 
 L.   Carrie Fiordelise 
 M.  John & Julie Gingerich 
 N.  Lynn & Janice Hostetler 
 O.  Todd & Sherri Thompson 
 P.   Phil & Joyce Ropp 
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Congratulations! 

These people have reached a 
milestone, 50 or more years 
of marriage, or 80 or more 

years of life 

Don’t forget to send a card! 
The addresses are in your 

church directory. 

 

Birthday: 

Owen Miller, September 12 

Mary Ellen Miller,  September 13 

John Snyder,  September 16 

Emil Ropp,  September 18 

 

Anniversary:    

Owen & Ruby Miller,              
September 9        58 years 

Mahlon & Delores Leichty      
September 12        60 years 

Shalom Readers Club 
Hanna McDowell, Shalom Readers Club Leader 

 

This year we had two children complete 
the Shalom Readers Club program.  
Madelyn & Morgyn Bender read seven 
books each, selected from the list provid-
ed by the SRC program and completed 
projects (reports, drawings, or oral re-
ports) on two of them. Because they met 
the requirements, they each chose a free 
book form the list.  Nice job, Madelyn 
and Morgyn! 

Signup for next year will begin in September. All children ages 4-8th grade 
are invited to participate.  Be looking for a brochure in your church mail-
box. 

The Mid-Prairie Council of Churches 
needs your support to feed the hungry 
children at the elementary schools in the 
Mid-Prairie School District.  Our mission 
is to raise funds to start a backpack pro-
gram at Mid-Prairie Elementary Schools.  
This program would send kids, who are 
unsure of their next meal, home with 
food for the weekend.  Each backpack 
would contain approximately six meals 
and two snacks that kids can easily pre-
pare for themselves.  Washington County 
has 1,050 children who are food insecure, 
which means that they are not sure where 
their next meal is coming from when they 
are not in school.  We cannot let the fu-
ture of our community go hungry each 
weekend. 

On September 20th at the Quad County 
Pork Fest in Wellman, there will be a live 
auction and a silent auction to raise mon-
ey toward starting an Operation Back-
pack program.  If you have items or ideas 
of services that you would be willing to 

donate for the auction, please contact 
Julie Gordinier at juliewpc@gmail.com.  
Items can be dropped off at the Parkside 
Activities Center on the morning of Sep-
tember 20th.  

Operation Backpack is 
a program facilitated 
by HACAP (Hawkeye 
Area Community Ac-
tion Program) that 
provides nutritious 
food items for stu-
dents in need to take 
home in their backpacks on Fridays in 
order to ensure that they have food to eat 
during the weekend.  The program is free 
to participants, but is run on donations to 
HACAP.  If you are unable to donate 
items or services for the auctions, please 
consider bidding at the auctions or mak-
ing a monetary donation to the Mid-
Prairie Foundation with the earmark 
“Feed the Kids.”  Thank you for your 
support! 

Feed the Kids! 
Jenelle Bender 
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Recently, I had the opportunity to attend a church in Michi-

gan while visiting my son.  At the start of the service they 

played a short video clip.  Across the bottom of the video 

they scrolled the mission statement of their church.  The 

video was scenes of their church pursuing their mission.  It 

was a great reminder for them each week where their lives 

should be focused. It was a God-timed moment for me.  

During the previous couple of weeks I had come across the 

Great Commission over and over again.  It has been my ex-

perience that when I run into a scripture repeatedly that God 

wants me to learn something new from it.  I feel compelled 

to share with you some of my thoughts on the Great Com-

mission.  For starters, here is Matthew 28:18-20: 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spir-

it,  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.” 

The first point that I see in this is the authority of Christ.  He 

has the right to tell us what to do.  He is perfect, powerful 

and right.   He can tell us what to do and what not to do be-

cause He alone is holy.  It is all too easy to forget God is 

holy.  I was reminded of this when I came across this quote 

from Randy Alcorn:  “Many modern Christians have re-

duced Him (God) to a single-attribute God.  Never-mind 

that the angels in God’s presence do not cry out, day and 

night, “Love, love, love,” but “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 

Almighty.” Christ is holy and we need to be in awe of His 

Holiness.  We need to be obedient to His authority, because 

He is holy.  So what is He telling us to do? 

We are to go and make disciples, baptize them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and to 

teach them to be obedient to God.  This is not new infor-

mation to most of us who have been in church for any 

length of time.  But lately, I have been asking myself wheth-

er or not I am living my life in obedience to this directive.  

Do I really take this seriously? Do I intentionally try to 

make disciples, baptize and teach disciples to be obedient to 

God?  There is a huge difference between intentionally go-

ing after a goal, and randomly doing things and hoping that 

they will eventually get me where I am supposed to go.  Af-

ter I broke my arm and my cast came off, I did various exer-

cises on my own to get my mobility back.  But after a few 

weeks it was obvious I wasn’t making much progress in 

certain areas.  So I went to physical therapy.  There they 

knew exactly what I needed to do to get my mobility back.  

Once I was doing the exercises they showed me, I quickly 

regained the mobility in my wrist.  Having an intentional 

plan and the dedication to stick to it made the goal reacha-

ble.  The same goes for following the Great Commission; I 

need to take intentional steps in order to be obedient.   

Why do I find it so difficult to be fully and intentionally 

obedient to the Great Commission?  A quote from Susan 

Perlman, the associate executive director of Jews for Jesus 

gave me some insight into this.  She said, “There are some 

truths that are comfortable –like ‘God loves you’- and other 

truths that are uncomfortable-like ‘He expects you to go out 

and witness to your neighbors.’ Too often our practice of 

religion has involved surrounding ourselves with comforta-

ble truths and leaving the uncomfortable truths out of the 

periphery of our existence.  But it often takes those uncom-

fortable truths to motivate us and energize us.  The problem, 

when we draw comfortable truths all around us and push the 

uncomfortable truths far away, is that we immobilize our-

selves beneath a pile of spiritual pillows.  We become static 

because we are unchallenged, and we become still because 

we are not exercised.” 

Within a couple of days after reading this passage, I was 

reading 2 Thessalonians 2.  In this chapter, it tells us some 

people will perish because they did not come to love the 

Truth. (Don’t be confused by this.  The only way to salva-

tion is through Christ.  But the Truth is Christ. John 1:1 tells 

us that the Word was God.  John 17:17 then tells us that the 

Word is Truth.  To not love Truth (the Word) is to not love 

Christ.  We cannot and should not separate Christ and His 

Salvation from His Word.  The Word and Christ are inter-

twined.  That is why the Bible is so precious when revealed 

to us by the Holy Spirit.)  The two passages together broke 

my heart in a new way.   

(Cont. on page 5) 

In Pursuit 

Dawn Wyse 
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(Cont. from Page 4) 

They placed in me a new call to the Great Commis-
sion.  The truth is God’s Word.  Anyone who doesn’t 
come to love God’s Word, because it’s God’s Word 
isn’t going to be spending eternity with God!  I don’t 
want to think what their fate will be.  It is a more terri-
ble thing than I can imagine.  How can I see this truth 
and not know the importance of being obedient to the 
Great Commission? 

I need to love God’s Word so much that I am com-

pelled to spend quality time in it learning more, so I 

have more to share.  This is part of what I need to do 

to allow God through the Holy Spirit and His Word 

equip me to fulfill the Great Commission.   Allowing 

God to equip me is important, but if that is all I do I 

am not fulfilling the Great Commission. 

To fulfill the Great Commission I need to share 

Christ’s salvation with non-believers and do my part in 

bringing them to accepting salvation and being bap-

tized.  I also need to do my part in equipping fellow 

Christians so they too will be obedient to God’s teach-

ing and also for them to fulfill their part in the Great 

Commission.  To not do these things with intentional 

focus is sinful disobedience.  May God forgive me for 

not being intentionally obedient to His authority . . . 

His Holiness.  May God guide me into full intentional 

obedience and may His Kingdom of believers grow 

through this obedience and may God be even more 

glorified! 

Beth Moore states our task well. “We have our work 

cut out for us, you and I.  We’ve been called to a hard 

world.  If we turn our backs on it, we forfeit our as-

signments.  Face out, Beloved.  Be brave.  Be bold.  

Love big.  We won’t be here long.  Take the torch of 

the Gospel to a land of souls and shadows.  For you 

are children of light, children of day.” 

So here is the challenge . . . the assignment God has 

set before me that has become more visible the last 

few weeks.  He wants me to be intentionally going 

after the Great Commission.  I need to both equip my-

self for the task, but also be ready to use the equipping 

He has already placed in me at any given moment.  I 

need to be at my watchtower (I love Ezekiel.) waiting 

to be used by God and to not miss any moment He 

presents before me.  I need to encourage and equip my 

fellow Christians to do the same.  So that is my chal-

lenge to you.  Examine your life. Are you purposefully 

living to fulfill God’s command in the Great Commis-

sion?  If not, I pray that you allow God to open new 

doors for you in this area.  His doors may (and proba-

bly will) bring challenges, but He is always there with 

you.  What better place can there be?   

As always, in pursuit……. 

Answers to “What’s Happening quiz: 
 
1. M;    2.  F;    3.  I;    4.  G;    5.  B;    6.  D;    7.  P;    8.  N;    9.  C;    10.  O; 
11.  E;    12.  L;    13.  A;    14.  K;    15.  H;    16.  J. 
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